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CAT ACT 2011 AND DOG AMENDMENT ACT 2013 — REVIEW 
Statement by Minister for Local Government 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Minister for Local Government) [12.06 pm]: It is my pleasure today to 
lay before the Parliament the report into the statutory review of the Cat Act 2011 and the Dog Amendment Act 2013. 
[See paper 3050.] 
Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: Over 1 250 written submissions and 5 822 online survey responses were received in 
response to the consultation paper “Pause for Paws—Feedback on Dog and Cat Laws in WA”, showing the 
huge public interest in matters relating to domestic animals. Workshops were also held in the metropolitan area 
and in regional centres to gather feedback from rangers and other local government staff. Stakeholders such as the 
Cat Haven and the Dogs’ Refuge Home were consulted. Feedback indicated that the cat laws and new provisions 
introduced by the Dog Amendment Act 2013 have been generally effective. The Cat Act introduced sterilisation 
of cats. The feedback indicated that it will be an effective way of reducing cat numbers in the longer term, with 
the Cat Haven saying that the number of kittens surrendered to them has decreased since 2013. Members of the 
community and rangers have said that that microchipping of dogs and cats has been a step forward in reuniting 
pets with their owners, and this is a positive outcome from the new laws. 
Although there was strong support for the legislation, suggestions were made for improvements, such as greyhounds 
not to be muzzled when in public places; consistency of the laws across the state; review of penalties, enforcement 
and the powers of rangers to enter premises, seize animals et cetera; and to combine the Cat and Dog Acts into 
one act. The feedback from the review requires further consideration before any legislative changes can be 
contemplated. However, taking into account the numerous petitions to Parliament calling for the de-muzzling of 
greyhounds, the government has made a decision to remove the requirement on greyhounds to be muzzled when 
in public places. This will be progressed in legislation in the new year. 
The McGowan government is committed to supporting responsible pet ownership. In the lead-up to Christmas, 
many people look to purchase dogs or cats for their families. Choosing the right pet can be fun but it takes time, 
planning and patience, and should not be an impulsive purchase. I therefore encourage prospective pet owners to 
consider the many unwanted animals in our shelters and homes and “adopt don’t shop” when acquiring their new dog 
or cat. I thank all stakeholders and community members who contributed to the review and provided their views 
and shared their experiences. 
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